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The Rendezvous was one of many Marysville 
guesthouses to prosper in the 1920s. 
According to owner Ernest Ross, the 
Rendezvous lived up to its name, which 
meant ‘meeting place’. Many families who 
visited Marysville had a favourite 
guesthouse, which they would book  
out a year in advance. The Rendezvous 
was no exception. 

The Rendezvous was built of fibro cement 
and had 14 bedrooms and at least three 
open log fires—resulting in many hours 
spent chopping wood by Ernest Ross. 
The guesthouse also had a septic toilet 
whose tank was a 60-foot mine shaft, but 
nevertheless worked well for many years. 
But its most unusual feature was an 
amazing electric light system known as 
the ‘Gloria Light System’. The System was 
run by Methylated Spirits pressurised with 
air via a car tyre pump to create gas; from 
there, the gas travelled through copper 
pipes to mantle lights in the house. This 
innovative but risky system enabled the 
Ross family to offer guests a hot water 
service in addition to home-cooked meals 
and roaring log fires.

The cause of the fire that burnt the 
Rendezvous down in 1934 is unknown, 
but the gas that escaped from the pipes 
as the inferno raged sounded like a scream. 
Thinking his wife and son were trapped 
inside, Ernest Ross refused to leave the 
guesthouse and had to be forcibly removed. 
Nearby residents worked tirelessly in a 
‘bucket brigade’ to douse the flames, but 
the guesthouse could not be saved.

The Ross family lived in temporary 
accommodation of sapling and burnt 
recoverable roofing iron while a new 
house was built. This remained the family 
home until it was burnt down in the fires 
of Black Saturday, 7 February 2009.

I had a grandstand view of the disaster from 
the Kerami balcony without fully realising 
the calamity of it all, I can vividly recall in 
the afternoon when checking the remains, 
turning on a tap and getting scalded with 
what should have been cold water! Sam Ross
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Albert Ernest (Nipper) Ross
Courtesy Ross family

Albert Ross was a member of the Australian Light Horse 
Brigade but was struck down by rheumatic fever so did 
not see active service. He owned and trained many 
racehorses in Mentone before moving to Narbethong and 
later Marysville. He worked as the local bailiff for the 
Marysville Tourist Association and also undertook tourist 
track maintenance for many years. Ernest died in 1956.
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The Rendezvous also had a prolific vegetable garden 
and ‘ever-popular’ strawberry patch, which was 
featured in Majestic Marysville, a silent promotional 
film from the 1920s. The film shows 5-year-old Sam 
Ross eating a bowl of strawberries from the garden.
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